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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

{Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Reports from. San Francisco, Cal. — Status of plague. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue reports: 
October 9. Eecord of plague at Oakland, 3 cases, 3 deaths. 
October 13. Plague to date, 65 cases; deaths, 38. Situation at 
Oakland unchanged. 

Plague prevention work — Outgoing quarantine transactions. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Hobdy reports, October 1 and 8 : 

During the week ended September 28, 80 outgoing vesels were 
disinfected and certified. 

An acting assistant surgeon has been assigned to the duty of pa- 
trolling the water front. He corrects errors in rat funnels, fenders, 
etc., warns the refractory, and makes a daily report of the conditions 
found. 

I have arranged to begin disinfecting all river craft, including 
all vessels that ply on San Francisco Bay and its tributaries. The 
addresses of about 150 of these vessels which have no schedule and 
no regular run have been secured in addition to the 25 or 30 stern- 
wheelers that run up the rivers on frequent scheduled trips as far as 
Sacramento and Stockton. 

The harbor commissioners have given me an anchorage and all 
vessels, except the regular liners, will have to come out and anchor 
and take their turn at fumigation. The revenue cutter Golden Gate 
has been secured for patrol duty, and those vessels attempting to 
evade the fumigation will be escorted back to the quarantine anchor- 
age (off Mission Rock) where in due time they will receive treatment. 
This plan contemplates treating all vessels — ferryboats, scow schoon- 
ers, barges, stern-wheelers — that ply on the waters of San Francisco 
Bay and its tributaries as often as every 14 days and oftener if neces- 
sary. Every vessel must have a certificate of fumigation before 
leaving. 

The State board has passed a resolution conferring authority over 
these intrastate vessels. 

For the week ended October 5, 1907. Outgoing vessels disinfected 
and certified, 105. 

Note. — An additional officer was ordered October 12 to San Fran- 
cisco to assist in the inspection and fumigation of outgoing vessels. 
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